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Strategy: Using a flow chart
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Strategy : following a structure or 
pattern
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Strategy combining: using pictures for 
inspiration, observing closely, using 5 senses 

and considering useful words
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Strategy : Using my 5 senses



5

Strategy : using building 
blocks for the elements 

of my story

Developing one aspect at a time, e.g. characters, setting, planning dialogue, plot 

In preparation for writing, 
the pupil spends time on 
the element – planning 
characters, considering 
the setting, working on 
the plot.  After a few 
lessons, the pupil uses all 
of their planning to make 
the final piece of writing.
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Strategy: scaffolding
In this example, Year 3 are using story strips as a way of 
scaffolding their new learning.  Story strips can be pre-
ordered or put into an order by pupils.

Pupils can 
talk and 
discuss the 
dialogue.
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Strategy : Scaffolding
Pupils have used the story strip as a stepping stone to writing dialogue.



Strategy : Freeze Frame and Photographs

This is a two fold strategy.  Part one is working with other pupils to create 
the freeze frame.  Part two is photographing the freeze frames so they are 
a useful prompt for both planning and writing.

Can be used to consider facial expressions and body language, for deepening 
pupils’ understanding of a story or event, for sequencing the main events, etc.



Strategy combination : Joint planning, stick 
notes, images

This larger scale format is very useful as a planning tool before writing up a 
research project, a non-fiction topic report, a science experiment.  Pupils plan 
and talk together, then use the large scale plan to support their individual 
writing.



Strategy : using symbols to remember key 
elements of the plot

Techniques such as Talk for Writing, where pupils 
use symbols and rehearse orally their writing using 
actions, can help pupils with overall structure.  
This strategy can be used for both fiction and non-
fiction.



Strategy: using photographs and 
collecting nouns



Strategy : Comic strip



Strategy : Graphic organisers



Strategy : Observing closely

Careful observation before writing.

This could also include visiting places, handling 
objects, looking at collections of photographs, 

watching video clips, listening to sounds.



Strategy : Scrapbooking

Pupils collect ideas and take part in free writing.



Strategy : Using 
record cards and 

post it notes to plan 
the structure



Strategy : Combining elements of graphic organiser, key 
words, self assessment, useful phrases



Strategy : Seeking examples to emulate



Strategy: Outlining
Very useful for writers who like to 

think in a linear fashion



Strategy : Talking and thinking to 
a set of prompts

What descriptive 
words do you 

think will paint a 
vivid picture for 

the reader?

How will you 
show rather 
than tell the 
reader the 

setting?

What isn’t that 
important and 
you can leave 

out?

What are the most 
important aspects 
of the setting that 

the reader will 
need to be aware 

of?


